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Caixa Postal 19081, 81531-990, Curitiba, Paraná, Brasil
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We call a chaotic dynamical system pseudo-deterministic when it does not produce numerical,
or pseudo-trajectories that stay close, or shadow chaotic true trajectories, even though the
model equations are strictly deterministic. In this case, single chaotic trajectories may not be
meaningful, and only statistical predictions, at best, could be drawn on the model, like in a
stochastic system. The dynamical reason for this behavior is nonhyperbolicity characterized
either by tangencies of stable and unstable manifolds or by the presence of periodic orbits
embedded in a chaotic invariant set with a different number of unstable directions. We emphasize
herewith the latter by studying a low-dimensional discrete-time model in which the phenomenon
appears due to a saddle-repeller bifurcation. We also investigate the behavior of the finite-time
Lyapunov exponents for the system, which quantifies this type of nonhyperbolicity as a system
parameter evolves past a critical value. We argue that the effect of unstable dimension variability
is more intense when the invariant chaotic set of the system loses transversal stability through
a blowout bifurcation.
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1. Introduction

(. . . ) “We conclude this discussion by

mentioning what seems to be an interest-

ing issue: the loss of hyperbolicity due to

the existence of fixed points embedded in the

attractor that have a number of unstable di-

rections (that is, eigenvalues with magnitude

bigger than one) different from the number

of unstable directions of the attractor (that
is, positive Lyapunov exponents)” (quoted
from [Romeiras et al., 1992]).

The extreme sensitiveness to initial conditions
displayed by chaotic systems often leads to a puz-
zling question: should we believe the numerical

chaotic trajectories obtained when using a com-
puter? Are these trajectories “real”, in the sense
that they emulate actual chaotic orbits of the
system? If so, to what extent can we assess the
goodness of the numerical trajectories [Grebogi
et al., 1990]? The answers to these questions are,
to a large extent, within the realm of shadowability
theory [Grebogi et al., 1987, 1988a]. Loosely speak-
ing, a numerically generated chaotic trajectory is
said to shadow a “true” chaotic trajectory if the
former stays uniformly close to the latter and vice

versa [Grebogi et al., 2002]. The shadowing of nu-
merical trajectories, for a reasonable timespan, is a
minimum requirement for a meaningful computer
simulation of a physical process. This obviously
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does not preclude other equally important prerequi-
sites of a more epistemological nature, like the valid-
ity of the model proposed for describing the physical
phenomenon, or the correctness of the assumptions
on which the model is based. However, the shadowa-
bility requirement for a chaotic trajectory is one of
the most difficult to be fulfilled since it is strongly
based on the hyperbolicity of the dynamics [Sauer
& Yorke, 1991].

Most dynamical systems of physical, biological
and technological interest are not hyperbolic, so the
lack of shadowability seems to haunt the credibility
of numerical simulations of chaotic processes used
by scientists and engineers in their activities. In
this paper, we deal with the limits of shadowabil-
ity theory, investigating chaotic dynamical systems
whose numerical trajectories do not typically have
the shadowing property, i.e. the existence of true
trajectories in their neighborhood. Hence these tra-
jectories are not meaningful if taken only by them-
selves, although, sometimes, valid conclusions could
be drawn based on a statistical treatment from as-
semblies of such trajectories, like averages and fluc-
tuations [Lai et al., 1999a; Sauer, 2002]. So, they
could yield at best the same kind of information ex-
pected from a stochastic system, in spite of the fact
that the dynamical system trajectories are governed
by strictly deterministic model equations. This is
the reason we are calling them pseudo-deterministic

[Viana & Grebogi, 2000].
The breakdown of shadowability for a pseudo-

deterministic dynamical system occurs in a rather
strong way, in the sense that the time a computer-
generated trajectory stays close to an actual chaotic
one is too short for most applications. From the
mathematical point of view, this severe breakdown
of shadowability stems from a strong form of nonhy-
perbolicity, that has been called unstable dimension

variability, or UDV for short [Romeiras et al., 1992;
Dawson et al., 1994]. In this case, unstable periodic
orbits embedded in a chaotic invariant set, such
as a chaotic attractor, have different numbers of
unstable directions. For a discrete-time map, this
means that the number of eigenvalues with moduli
greater than unity is different for periodic orbits in
the chaotic invariant set. This violates the continu-
ous splitting between stable and unstable directions
along a trajectory, which is a fundamental property
of hyperbolic sets [Guckenheimer & Holmes, 1983].
Since the sets of points with different unstable di-
mensions are, apparently, densely interwoven in a

chaotic invariant set, UDV leads to a shadowability
breakdown [Lai & Grebogi, 2000a].

Although it may seem at first that UDV is
nothing but a mathematical pathology, unlikely to
be found in real dynamical systems, it turns out
that it has been identified in many models of phys-
ically interesting situations [Dawson et al., 1994].
In particular, there is numerical evidence and the-
oretical arguments showing that coupled chains of
oscillators exhibit UDV for a wide range of cou-
pling strengths [Lai et al., 1999b]. This should
call the attention of applied scientists or engineers
for the potentially crucial questions related to the
shadowability properties of the model that they are
numerically investigating. The main goal of this pa-
per is to survey the fundamental results, as well as
to present a detailed study of a case example in
which UDV has been shown analytically and nu-
merically to occur. Throughout the text, we refer
to the pertinent literature for more precise state-
ments as well as for the technical details of the
proofs [Grebogi et al., 2002].

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: in
Sec. 2 we present some basic definitions, emphasiz-
ing the concepts of hyperbolicity of invariant sets.
Section 3 aims to present basic ideas in shadowa-
bility theory. Section 4 is devoted to a discussion of
UDV, and Sec. 5 works out a case study in which
UDV occurs in a two-dimensional map with an in-
variant subspace. Numerical procedures to detect
and quantify UDV are described in Sec. 6. Sec-
tion 7 treats a kind of intermittent chaotic burst-
ing induced by UDV. The last section contains our
conclusions.

2. Basic Definitions

We shall outline some basic definitions which are
used throughout the paper. Discrete time mappings
are chosen, bearing in mind that continuous time
flows may also be described by them, if they are in-
vertible, using Poincaré sections. Let f : Rm → Rm

be a diffeomorphism x 7→ f(x), x ∈ Rm, possessing
an invariant set Ω, such that if x ∈ Ω, any sub-
sequent forward or backward iterate of x remains
in Ω. The invariant set Ω is called hyperbolic if the
tangent space at a point x of Ω, denoted as Tx, may
be decomposed as the direct sum [Guckenheimer &
Holmes, 1983]

Tx = Eu
x ⊕ Es

x , (1)
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where Eu
x and Es

x are the unstable and stable
subspaces, respectively, having the following
properties:

(i) The decomposition (1) varies continuously with
x ∈ Ω, and it is invariant under the action of the
tangent map such that the unstable and stable
subspaces are consistent under the dynamics of
the tangent map Df .

Df(Eu
x) = Eu

f(x) , (2)

Df(Es
x) = Es

f(x) ; (3)

(ii) There exist constants K > 0 and 0 < ρ < 1,
such that

‖Dfn(x)y‖ < Kρn‖y‖ if y ∈ Es
x , (4)

‖Df−n(x)y‖ < Kρn‖y‖ if y ∈ Eu
x , (5)

meaning that vectors in a small neighborhood of
Es

x (Eu
x), under the forward (backward) iterations

of the tangent map Df , approach any x ∈ Ω at a
uniform rate ρ.

The stable (unstable) dimension at a point x ∈
Ω is the dimension of the corresponding stable
(unstable) subspace ds = dimEs

x (du = dimEu
x).

Since f(x) is a diffeomorphism, Df(x) is an isomor-
phism, and dim Eu,s

x = dim Eu,s

f(x), i.e. the stable

and unstable dimensions do not change along a
trajectory belonging to a hyperbolic set Ω. For this
invariant set Ω of the nonlinear map f(x), the sta-
ble, W s(x), and the unstable, W u(x), manifolds of
the fixed point x ∈ Ω are defined as [Devaney, 1989]:

W s(x) = {y ∈ Rm : fn(y) → x if n → ∞} , (6)

W u(x) = {y ∈ Rm : f−n(y) → x if n → ∞} , (7)

respectively.
Due to the local manifold theorem [Wiggins,

1990] for a hyperbolic Cr-diffeomorphism, there ex-
ist stable and unstable invariant manifolds, and
they are tangent to the stable and unstable invari-
ant subspaces of the tangent map Df(x) at the fixed
points x embedded in Ω. Moreover, in hyperbolic
systems the unstable and stable manifolds must in-
tersect transversely, i.e. the angle between them is
bounded away from zero. As a consequence, homo-
clinic or heteroclinic tangencies between the mani-
folds break the hyperbolicity of the invariant set Ω
[Grebogi et al., 1983]. There has been also recog-
nized the structural stability of hyperbolic sets: the
dynamics on them is topologically the same under

small bounded perturbations of the map f(x) [Palis
& de Melo, 1982].

The existence of bifurcations in the dynamics,
as a system parameter is varied, restricts the ap-
plicability of the hyperbolicity concept to a few
cases, like axiom-A systems [Ruelle, 1989]. Most
dynamical systems of physical and technological
interest are nonhyperbolic, most likely due to the
existence of homoclinic tangencies, but also because
of a failing in the continuous direct-sum splitting
(1) between stable and unstable subspaces in every
point of the invariant set. The latter is the key issue
addressed in this paper.

3. Shadowing Theory in a Nutshell

An interesting numerical experiment that can be
made using the Hénon map (x, y) 7→ (1 − 1.4x2 +
y, 0.3x) (which has a chaotic attractor [Benedicks &
Carleson, 1991]) is the computation of the first hun-
dred iterates from an initial condition, say (0, 0), by
using both single and double precision accuracies,
the difference in accuracy being of the order 10−14

[Gulick, 1990]. It turns out that in less than 50 iter-
ates, the trajectories obtained from single and dou-
ble precision accuracy are far apart at a distance
comparable to the size of the chaotic attractor.
How can one trust the validity of such computer-
generated trajectories?

The results of shadowing theory [Grebogi et al.,
1990; Anosov, 1967; Bowen, 1975; Katok & Hassel-
blatt, 1995] guide us to assess the validity of chaotic
trajectories in face of dynamical difficulties arising
from the breaking of hyperbolicity. If there is con-
tinuous shadowability of trajectories, even though a
computer-generated trajectory may eventually de-
part with time from a “true” chaotic trajectory
which is the goal of the simulation, there exists
another fiducial trajectory that shadows, or “stays
close to”, the computer-generated trajectory for the
time-span of interest. This “true” chaotic orbit may
not be the one we have sought for, since it will start
from a generally different initial condition, but this
fact does not matter for many applications. These
shadowing orbits are thus reliable for, say, compu-
tations of long-time averages such as entropies and
dimensions [Grassberger et al., 1989].

3.1. Definitions

In what follows, we will cast these heuristic argu-
ments in a more formal context. Let f : Rm → Rm

be a diffeomorphism, that may also represent a
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Poincaré time-T map of a nonautonomous flow.
Suppose that z0 ∈ Rm represents the current state
of the system, thus f(z0) is the “true” state after
a time T [Poon et al., 1994]. If this map comes,
for example, from the numerical integration of some
system of first-order ordinary differential equations,
we have to use some numerical integrator like the
Runge–Kutta or Bulirsch–Stoer methods. There are
basically two sources of numerical error in such a
procedure: (i) the time discretization process itself;
and (ii) the finite-precision accuracy due to roundoff
errors.

Both kinds of errors can be reduced but not
eliminated at all, generating a discrepancy between
the numerical result, which we denote z1, and the
expected or “true” state f(z0) after a time T .
The characteristic error is usually bounded so that
‖z1 − f(z0)‖ < δ, where δ > 0 is supposed to be a
small number, and ‖ · · · ‖ stands for the Euclidean
norm in Rm. In this case we say that z0 and z1

are points of a δ-pseudo-trajectory of the map f .
In general, {zn}N

n=0 = {z0, z1, . . . zN}, are points
of a δ-pseudo-trajectory if [Grebogi et al., 1988a]
‖zn+1 − f(zn)‖ < δ, for n = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.

On the other hand, leaving aside for a moment
the issue of numerical integration, the existence
theorem for differential equations [Arnold, 1978;
Guckenheimer & Holmes, 1983] warrants that there
exists a “true” chaotic trajectory of length N + 1
for the map f comprising of the points {xn}N

n=0 =
{x0,x1, . . . xN}, such that xn+1 = f(xn), n =
0, 1, . . . , N − 1. We say that a “true” trajectory
{xn}N

n=0 ε-shadows a δ-pseudo trajectory {zn}N
n=0

if there is a ε > 0 such that [Grebogi et al., 2002]
‖xn − zn‖ < ε, for n = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.

Let Z = {z0, . . . , zN} be a pseudo-trajectory
and E = {z1 − f(z0), . . . , zN − f(zN−1)} be the
related error vector. A “true” trajectory X =
{x0, . . . ,xN} is then related to the null error vec-
tor 0. If we can continuously deform the pseudo-
trajectory to the true one, there exists an error
function F : Z → E, such that F−1(E) goes from
Z to X continuously as E goes to 0. In this case
the pseudo-trajectory Z = {z0, . . . , zN} is said to
be continuously-shadowable [Poon et al., 1994].

A direct numerical method to test these con-
ditions for shadowability uses the concept of brit-

tleness, which is, for a pseudo-trajectory, the ratio
between the shadowing distance and the one-step
error due to computer roundoff and/or truncation
procedure B = maxn(‖zn −xn‖/δ), and a necessary

condition for continuous shadowability is that the
product of the brittleness and the magnitude of the
error vector E of the pseudo-trajectory be smaller
than the attractor size [Grebogi et al., 1990, 2002] .

3.2. Shadowing in hyperbolic and

nonhyperbolic systems

Anosov [1967] and Bowen [1975] proved that, for
hyperbolic systems like axiom-A diffeomorphisms
[Ruelle, 1989], pseudo-trajectories are continuously
shadowable for an infinite time, i.e. there exists a
δ > 0 such that all δ-pseudo-trajectories {zn}N

n=0

in an invariant hyperbolic set Ω are ε-shadowable
by a “true” trajectory {xn}N

n=0 for arbitrarily long
times. Let us present a short outline of the proof
of the shadowability lemma [Meyer & Hall, 1992;
Grebogi et al., 2002], in order to highlight where
the hyperbolicity requirement enters in the reason-
ing leading to continuous shadowability.

Let Z∞ = {. . . z−1, z0, z1, . . .} be a shadow-
ing δ-pseudo-trajectory of arbitrary length, and V
be the space of these vectors of infinite length,
with a suitable norm ‖Z∞‖ = supn |zn|. We de-
fine a function G : V → V such that (G(Z∞))n =
f((Z∞)n−1) = f(zn−1), where f is supposed to be
a smooth hyperbolic map, and (.)i denotes the ith
component of a vector in V . If X∞ is a fixed point of
G, then X∞ is a true trajectory since (G(X∞))n =
xn = f(xn−1).

From the previous definition, Z∞ is a δ-pseudo-
trajectory if ‖G(Z∞)−Z∞‖ < δ. Defining F(Z∞) =
G(Z∞) − Z∞ ≡ E∞, we can cast the shadowability
lemma in the following form: for every ε > 0, there
exists a δ > 0 such that if ‖F(Z∞)‖ = ‖E∞ − 0‖ <
δ, then there is a fixed point X∞ of G such that
‖Z∞ − X∞‖ = ‖F−1(E∞) − F−1(0)‖ < ε, and F
and E∞ may be regarded as extensions of the func-
tion F and the error vector E, respectively.

The requirement of f being a smooth map with
a hyperbolic structure, Eqs. (2)–(4), is necessary to
shown that the jacobian derivative DF and its in-
verse DF−1 are both bounded in the linear vector
space to which V belongs. Let Bη(Z∞) denote a
ball (in the vector space V ) of radius η centered
at the point Z∞. The implicit function theorem
thus guarantees the existence of a domain Λ, with
Bρ(Z∞) < Λ < Bη(Z∞), such that F is one-to-
one on Λ, and Bσ(F(Z∞)) = Bσ(E∞) ⊂ F(Λ). A
proper choice of η would imply 0 ∈ Bη(E∞), and
there is a unique true trajectory X∞ ∈ Λ such that
F(X∞) = 0. Moreover, we have ‖Z∞ − X∞‖ <
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η ≤ ε, so that we have an ε-shadowing trajectory.
The implicit function theorem ensures the continu-
ity of F−1 on Bσ(E∞), meaning that all pseudo-
trajectories (including Z∞) in a small neighborhood
of X∞ are continuously shadowed by the same true
trajectory X∞.

However, as we have mentioned in the previous
section, the hyperbolicity requirement is too strong
for most dynamical systems of physical and techno-
logical interest. Moreover, even if the invariant set
is hyperbolic but has a fractal measure (with re-
spect to the Lebesgue measure) the shadowability
lemma may not be applicable since there is no rea-
son for the pseudo-trajectory to lie in the invariant
set [Poon et al., 1994]. Even a robustly transitive
diffeomorphism having a strong partially hyperbolic
splitting for the tangent space Tx = Eu

x⊕Es
x⊕Ec

x (in
which there exists also a central invariant subspace)
fails to obey the shadowability lemma [Bonatti
et al., 2000].

The applicability of the shadowability theory
to nonhyperbolic system was extensively investi-
gated in the late 80’s [Grebogi et al., 1987, 1988a,
1990]. When a system fails to be hyperbolic due to
homoclinic tangencies, it was proved that pseudo-
trajectories can still be continuously shadowable
for a long, but finite time. The proof is techni-
cally involved, but states basically that if certain
quantities calculated at the points of a pseudo-
trajectory are bounded, then there exists a “true”
trajectory close to the pseudo-trajectory. Another
way to express this result is that, for nearly hy-
perbolic systems, locally sensitive trajectories are
often globally insensitive [Sauer, 2002]. For each
point of the pseudo-trajectory, subspaces comple-
mentary to the tangent space are defined such
that they can approach the stable and unstable
manifolds provided these complementary subspaces
exist. Hence, pseudo-trajectories may be continu-
ously shadowable for a finite time-span. Failures of
continuous shadowability of pseudo-trajectories are
called glitches, and may be due to near-tangencies
between invariant manifolds [Grebogi et al., 2002].
The time we are able to verify continuous shadowa-
bility in this case is basically the time interval until
a pseudo-trajectory encounters a glitch. Since nu-
merical results use finite-time pseudo-trajectories,
these may have the adequate shadowability proper-
ties. These claims have been confirmed by carefully
designed numerical experiments [Dawson et al.,
1994].

3.3. Model shadowability

We can think of a pseudo-trajectory in two
equivalent ways. One is to suppose, as we have
done here, that it comes from the numerical in-
tegration of an “exact” model, a process that in-
troduces unavoidable roundoff errors that make
the computer-generated trajectory to exponen-
tially diverge from the “true” chaotic trajectory.
An equivalent point of view is that the pseudo-
trajectory results from an imperfect model, which
is a slightly perturbed version of the “exact” model
[Lai et al., 1999a; Lai & Grebogi, 2000a]. The small
difference between two mathematical models, de-
noted as A and B, of a same physical process can
be due to several factors: (i) small differences in the
parameter values of the models; (ii) small devia-
tions on the external influence (as a periodic driving
term) on each model; or (iii) a small bounded noise
level in either model (what excludes an unbounded
Gaussian noise, for example).

Successful mathematical modeling requires that
the set of all possible results from model A agree, in
an approximate way, with all possible results from
model B (model shadowability [Lai et al., 1999a; Lai
& Grebogi, 2000a]). A and B are said to exhibit
model shadowability if each trajectory obtained
from model A is continuously shadowed by some
trajectory obtained from model B. This turns out
to be a necessary condition for either model to prop-
erly describe the dynamical behavior of the physical
phenomenon being investigated. If the models fail to
exhibit this property, it is claimed that no trajectory
of A can be continuously shadowed by trajectories
of B. Hence it is unlikely that either model could
produce chaotic trajectories realized by Nature.

The applicability of the shadowability proper-
ties for typical trajectories of nonhyperbolic systems
presenting homoclinic tangencies enables us to ex-
tend the model shadowability concept to such sys-
tems. As an illustrative example, let A be the Hénon
map, with a nonhyperbolic chaotic attractor, due
to the infinite number of tangencies between sta-
ble and unstable manifolds of the embedded unsta-
ble periodic orbits [Grebogi et al., 1983]. Model B
could be a noisy version of A, in which a term $dn,
where $ � 1 and dn is a zero-mean bounded noise
with a uniform distribution in [0, 1], added to the
x-part of the map. Chaotic trajectories of the noisy
Hénon map B can be continuously shadowed by tra-
jectories of the original map A up to a time $−α,
where α . 1/2 is the scaling exponent [Grebogi
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et al., 1987, 1988a]. This is basically the average
time interval it takes for a pseudo-trajectory to fall
in the neighborhood of an homoclinic tangency, or
a glitch.

4. Unstable Dimension Variability

UDV is a property of unstable periodic orbits em-
bedded in a chaotic invariant set having a different
number of unstable eigendirections, i.e. the unstable
dimension du is not constant for points belonging to
Ω. Such chaotic invariant sets are strongly nonhy-
perbolic, because the subspaces Eu

x and Es
x are not

invariant along a typical chaotic trajectory.
As an illustrative example, let f be a two-

dimensional map with an invariant chaotic (nonat-
tracting) set Ω with an infinite number of embedded
unstable fixed points. Now suppose that a fraction
of these points are saddles (one stable and one un-
stable direction) and the remaining are repellers
(two unstable directions). Consider a typical chaotic
trajectory on this invariant set Ω. As it evolves
in time, the trajectory visits the neighborhood of
an infinite number of saddles and repellers, due to
the ergodicity of the dynamics on Ω. If we take
a small disk of initial conditions near a saddle,
it will shrink along the stable manifold and elon-
gate along the unstable manifold, becoming a thin
filament. While this occurs, it is still possible to
shadow orbits within the filament, since the dynam-
ics is hyperbolic then. However, points belonging
to this filament will eventually approach repellers,
and they will diverge from perturbed trajectories
due to the new unstable direction. The result is
the lack of continuous shadowability of typical tra-
jectories after a relatively short timespan. This
limits, in a severe way, the usefulness of such sys-
tems in situations for which the timescale of in-
terest is higher than the time for which shadowing
applies.

UDV has been first described by Abraham and
Smale [1970] for a diffeomorphism in T 2×S2 whose
invariant set has two fixed points with different un-
stable dimensions. However, the first observation of
UDV for a dynamical system of physical interest did
not appear until 1992, when its existence was inci-
dentally reported for the impulsively kicked double
rotor, described by the following four-dimensional
invertible map [Romeiras et al., 1992]

(

X

Y

)

7→
(

X′

Y′

)

=

(

MY + X

LY + G(X′)

)

(8)

where X = (x1, x2)
T ∈ S1 × S1, are the angu-

lar positions of the rotor rods at discrete times
nT (n ∈ Z), T being the period of the delta-

function excitation, and Y = (y1, y2)
T ∈ R2,

the corresponding angular velocities just after each
delta kick. The nonlinear functions are G(X′) =

(c1 sin x′
1, c2 sin x′

2)
T , where ci are functions of

the kick strength f0 (which is the control param-
eter of the system). L and M are 2 × 2 constant
matrices whose entries are functions of the remain-
ing physical parameters of the rotor, including the
dissipation coefficients.

Due to the yi → −yi symmetry of the kicked
double rotor map, it turns out that the plane
y1 = y2 = 0 is an invariant subspace of the sys-
tem, such that four of its fixed points lie on this
subspace and can be classified in one-parameter

families (X∗,Y∗)T = (x
(n1,n2,q)
1 , x

(n1,n2,q)
2 , 0, 0)

T
,

where n1 = n2 = 0 are integer rotation numbers,
and q = 1, 2, 3, 4. Let us focus our attention on the
unstable fixed point P , for which x∗

1 = x∗
2 = π. For

f0 . f0C ≈ 8.1104126 it has three stable eigendirec-
tions and one unstable eigendirection, i.e. du = 1.
At f0 = f0C there is a period-doubling bifurcation
(eigenvalue = −1) such that, for f0 & f0C the point
P has now two stable and two unstable eigendi-
rections (du = 2). Every preimage of P shares
the same property. We remark that (π, π, 0, 0) is
a stable period-1 orbit which undergoes a period-
doubling bifurcation at lower value of f0, namely
≈ 4.27, which is followed by a period-doubling
cascade which accumulates at f0 ≈ 6.75.

Hence, after this bifurcation there is an infi-
nite number of fixed points embedded in the chaotic
attractor with either one or two unstable direc-
tions, which identifies the occurrence of UDV at
f = f0C . It was recognized that this is related to
the fluctuating behavior (around zero) of the finite-
time Lyapunov exponent closest to zero [Dawson
et al., 1994]. If the latter fluctuates about zero
during a trajectory, we have a tangential direc-
tion which is uncertain between expansion and con-
traction [Sauer, 2002]. The brittleness of numerical
pseudo-trajectories of the double rotor, when it ex-
hibits UDV, has been shown to increase to very high
values [Grebogi et al., 2002].

In the case of the kicked double rotor, the
invariant set of interest is a chaotic attractor, but
UDV can also appear in nonattracting chaotic sets,
as strange saddles smooth along an unstable di-
rection [Dawson, 1996]. A map on the 2-torus,
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with dense sets of saddles and repellers, was found
to exhibit UDV by Kostelich et al. [1997]. The
presence of UDV seems to be typical in general
high-dimensional dynamical systems, as shown by
Lai and Grebogi [1999a], who have described its oc-
currence in globally coupled Hénon and Ikeda map
lattices.

The latter observation can be put in a more
general context, if one considers the problem of
modeling coupled chaotic oscillators. Since the sem-
inal work of Pecora and Carroll [1990] it has been
recognized that an array of chaotic oscillators can
synchronize their trajectories. For a general class of
coupled map lattices

x
(i)
n+1 = F(x

(i)
n ) − ε

2

N
∑

j=1

gijH(x(j)
n ) ,

(i = 1, 2, . . . , N) ,

(9)

or coupled oscillator chains,

dx(i)(t)

dt
= F(x(i)(t)) − ε

2

N
∑

j=1

gijH(x(j)(t)) ,

(i = 1, 2, . . . , N) ,

(10)

where x(i) ∈ RD and F, H are D-dimensional
smooth vector functions, it turns out that the syn-
chronization manifold

x(1) = x(2) = · · · = x(N) (11)

is a chaotic invariant set for the system (9), provided
∑

j gij = 0 [Lai & Grebogi, 1999].
UDV has been numerically observed in a sys-

tem of locally coupled Hénon maps in the form
as Eq. (9) for any nonzero coupling strength ε
[Lai & Grebogi, 2000a]. The coupled maps may
also be regarded as Poincaré maps of continu-
ous time flows. In fact, systems of continuous-
time oscillators coupled in the form (10) have also
been argued to exhibit UDV, as it was numeri-
cally confirmed for chains of Rössler oscillators [Lai
et al., 1999b]. Not only the completely synchronized
state (11), but also phase synchronized states in
chaotic systems were proved to exhibit UDV for
nonvanishing coupling strength [Andrade & Lai,
2001].

The ubiquitous presence of UDV in chaotic
systems with invariant subspaces is expected on
rather general grounds [Lai, 1996; Lai & Grebogi,
2000a], since the number of unstable directions of
any unstable periodic orbit embedded in the invari-
ant chaotic set is determined by: (i) the local chaotic

dynamics on the invariant subspace; and (ii) the
transverse dynamics [such as the coupling strength
in Eq. (9)]. In particular, the appearance of UDV
in the synchronization manifold of coupled chaotic
oscillators is related to the so-called bubbling tran-

sition, in which periodic orbits embedded in the
manifold lose transversal stability [Ashwin et al.,
1994, 1996].

If the interacting systems are not identical,
or if they are very weakly coupled, they do not
present in general exact amplitude synchroniza-
tion, but they may present a generalized synchrony
[Boccaletti et al., 2001]. In this case, instead of a
synchronization manifold we focus on an emergent
set that arises from a decoherence transition. This
mechanism has also been blamed to be a general
source of UDV in such systems [Barreto et al., 2000;
Barreto & So, 2000]. In high-dimensional systems
the transition to hyperchaos, when there are mul-
tiple positive Lyapunov exponents, has been also
shown to be related to UDV [Davidchack & Lai,
2001]. For dynamical systems possessing two or
more asymptotic sets with a different number of
unstable directions, extrinsic noise has been shown
to lead to UDV [Lai et al., 2003].

It may seem at first that it is hopeless that
a chaotic system exhibiting UDV happens to be
of practical use, for it would lack adequate shad-
owability properties. However, if we consider not
single trajectories but rather ensembles of them,
statistical quantities could sometimes be reliably
computed [Lai et al., 1999a; Sauer, 2002]. This
was numerically checked by computing the average
energy (and its second moment) of a kicked dou-
ble rotor, by using two slightly different models,
and obtaining results which agree within the nu-
merical accuracy [Lai et al., 1999a]. However, there
can be found a family of examples exhibiting UDV,
for which even tiny one-step errors in numerical
simulations cause macroscopic errors (many orders
of magnitude higher) in long-term averages [Sauer,
2002]. Another distinctive feature present in sys-
tems with UDV is their robustness against external
noise [Kantz et al., 2002].

While in complex systems UDV is apparently
very common, if not a universal characteristic, the
mechanism of its generation is still not completely
understood. Hence, in order to investigate this is-
sue, we consider a simple dynamical system that
allows for an easier identification of the bifurcation
structure underlying the onset of UDV.
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5. A Case Study

We consider a class of two-dimensional noninvert-
ible maps with an invariant chaotic set in which
embedded unstable orbits can have unstable di-
mensions equal to either 1 or 2. In particular, the
invariant set may be regarded as the synchroniza-
tion manifold of two coupled one-dimensional maps
[Viana & Grebogi, 2000]. On the other hand, the
invariant subspace may also appear as a result of
some phase-space symmetry of the dynamical sys-
tem, as it occurs in the kicked double rotor example.

A class of systems with an invariant subspace
are the ones with a skew-product structure in the
form

xn+1 = f(xn) , (12)

yn+1 = pg(xn)yn

+higher order odd powers of y , (13)

where x ∈ J ⊂ R1 and y ∈ K ⊆ R1. Due to a
y → −y symmetry there is an invariant subspace
Σ given by y = 0, in such a way that y will be
called the transversal direction with respect to Σ.
We suppose that f : J → J is such that there is a
chaotic invariant set in Ω ⊂ Σ, and choose p > 0
as a bifurcation parameter, satisfying pg(xn) ≥ 0
for all x ∈ J . Moreover, we suppose that g(x) = 1,
when x is some unstable low-period orbit x = χ in
the chaotic set Ω.

A particular example belonging to this family
is the following two-dimensional map

xn+1 = axn(1 − xn) , (14)

yn+1 = pe−b(xn−χ)2yn + y3
n , (15)

where x ∈ J = [0, 1], and we choose a so that
there is a dense chaotic orbit on the attractor.
There is a positive Lebesgue measure set of values
of a for which this is true [Jacobson, 1981]. We set
χ = 1 − (1/a) as an unstable fixed point embedded
in the chaotic attractor Ω. This map was introduced
to study the formation of riddled basins of attrac-
tion [Lai et al., 1996], and exhibits qualitatively dif-
ferent dynamical behaviors according to the value
that the bifurcation parameter p > 0 takes on.

If p < 1 [Fig. 1(a)] there is a fractal boundary
between the basin of the chaotic attractor Ω and the
basin of the attractor at infinity. The latter arises
since there are only odd powers of y in the map (15),
such that if |yn| > 1, then |yn+1| > |yn| > 1. Once
a trajectory off the invariant subspace reaches the
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Fig. 1. Phase portrait of the map (14)–(15) for a = 3.8,
b = 5.0, and: (a) p = 0.99; (b) p = 1.30. The dark region con-
tains initial conditions that asymptote to infinity, and the
gray region is the basin of the attractor at y = 0. The arrows
indicate the unstable fixed points of the map.

|y| = 1 line, it asymptotes to infinity. For p > 1
the basin boundary has collided with the attractor,
and the latter becomes a nonattracting chaotic sad-
dle [Fig. 1(b)] through a boundary crisis [Grebogi
et al., 1983a].
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Fig. 2. (a) Fixed points of the map (14)–(15) before and af-
ter the saddle-repeller bifurcation; (b) Bifurcation diagram of
(15) at x = χ. Solid (dashed) lines indicate stable (unstable)
fixed points.

A linear stability analysis indicates an
unstable–unstable pair bifurcation (with eigenvalue
+1) occurring at p = pc = 1. The fixed points
of interest of the map (14–15) are 0 = (χ, 0), and
r± = (χ, y∗± = ±√

1 − p) [Fig. 1(a)]. For p < 1 (≥ 1)
0 is transversely stable (unstable), i.e. 0 is a saddle
(repeller) with unstable dimension one (two). The

invariant
subspace

open dense set of tongues

closed dense

y = 0

set of saddles

Fig. 3. Schematic figure showing the tongue-like structure
that appears for p > 1. Adapted from [Lai & Grebogi, 2000b].

other pair of fixed points which we named r±, are
located off the invariant subspace [actually they be-
long to the basin boundaries, cf. Fig. 1(a)] and are
repellers for p < 1. As p approaches pc = 1, they
collide with the fixed point at y = 0 and coalesce
into a single repeller [Fig. 2(a)]. For all p > pc the
invariant chaotic set Ω is a nonattracting saddle
[Fig. 2(b)].

When the fixed point at y = 0 becomes trans-
versely unstable, every preimage of it does so. Since
there is a denumerable infinite number of such
eventually fixed points embedded in the chaotic set
[Gulick, 1990], we conclude that a countably infi-
nite number of periodic saddles become repellers at
p = pc = 1, and its complement is a set with an un-
countably infinite number of saddles. While the set
of newborn repellers has Lebesgue measure zero, the
set of saddles has the full Lebesgue measure. Since
both sets are dense in Ω, the saddle-repeller (pitch-
fork) bifurcation at pc marks the onset of UDV in
the system [Viana & Grebogi, 2001].

What is the fate of trajectories off the invari-
ant chaotic set, after this bifurcation has occurred?
We already know that, once reaching the |y| = 1
line, they asymptote to infinity. However, a fea-
ture not revealed by a linear stability analysis, and
that stems from the nonlinear terms in Eq. (15), is
the existence, between this line and the symmetry
plane, of a dense sequence of tongues, anchored at
the repellers (Fig. 3). The envelope of these tongues
can be analytically estimated [Lai et al., 1996], but
their existence can also be inferred from a more
general argument, as follows.

Let us consider an open set O = |y| > 1 which
intersects the transverse unstable manifold of χ, the
repeller belonging to the invariant set Ω. The in-
verse images of O, which by continuity are also open
sets, asymptotically approach χ [Lai & Grebogi,
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2000b]. These inverse images of O are a subset of
the tongue anchored at x = χ. The set of tongues,
off the symmetry plane y = 0, forms an open and
dense set, while its complement is a closed Can-
tor set of positive measure [Grebogi et al., 1985].
An initial condition very close to the invariant sub-
space at y = 0 generates a trajectory that wanders
erratically back and forth in the x-direction, due to
the large eigenvalue (Lu = 2) of the tangent map,
until, if the trajectory is not already in the tongues,
noise will push it in a tongue and it will asymptote
to infinity [Grebogi et al., 1983b]. Since just after
the bifurcation these tongues may be very narrow,
it might take a very large time for an orbit to enter
a tongue and be ejected away [Viana & Grebogi,
2000].

As p is further increased past pc = 1, many
other unstable periodic orbits embedded in the
chaotic set at y = 0 lose transversal stability,
and more and more saddles become repellers. The
relative proportion between saddles and repellers
changes with varying p, in a way that can be quan-
titatively treated using the methods to be described
in the following section.

6. Quantifying Unstable Dimension

Variability

6.1. Finite-time Lyapunov

exponents

The relative abundance of periodic orbits with a
different number of unstable directions can be eval-
uated by calculating the corresponding finite-time
Lyapunov exponents [Abarbanel et al., 1991]. These
are computed in the same way as is done for the
commonly used Lyapunov exponents, but using a
finite (and usually short) timespan n < ∞. Its use
in nonlinear dynamics is receiving a growing inter-
est, since many dynamical regimes can be identified
by using them [Prasad & Ramaswamy, 1999].

It has been recognized as a fingerprint of UDV
in dynamical systems — the fluctuating behavior
(around zero) of the time-n exponent closest to zero
[Dawson et al., 1994]. To understand qualitatively
why does it happen, for the example studied in the
previous section, let us consider an initial condition
off but very close to the invariant subspace Σ. The
resulting trajectory is properly quoted as a chaotic
transient, since it eventually goes to infinity. Be-
fore this occurs, however, this transient orbit visits
ε-neighborhoods of saddles and repellers of the in-

variant set for any ε, no matter how small. This
means that there are time-n segments for which
the trajectory is transversely attracting (in aver-
age) and others for which it is transversely repelling
(also in average). This is properly quantified by
time-n Lyapunov exponents along the transversal
y-direction.

In order to apply this concept to the previ-
ously studied example, we will present the defini-
tions only for a N -dimensional map f(x), but they
can be straightforwardly extended to continuous-
time flows as well. Let n be a positive integer and
Dfn(x0) be the Jacobian matrix of the n times
iterated map, with entries evaluated at x0. Suppose
that the singular values of Dfn(x0) are ordered:
ξ1(x0, n) ≥ ξ2(x0, n) ≥ · · · ≥ ξn(x0, n). Then, the
kth time-n Lyapunov exponent for the point x0 is
defined as [Kostelich et al., 1997]

λk(x0, y0;n) =
1

n
ln ‖Dfn(x0, y0).vk‖ , (16)

where vk is the singular vector related to ξk(x0, n).
The infinite time-limit of the above expres-

sion is the usual Lyapunov exponent λk =
limn→∞ λk(x0, n). Although the time-n exponent
λk(x0, n) generally takes on a different value, de-
pending on the point we choose, the infinite time
limit takes on the same value for almost all x0 with
respect to the natural ergodic measure of the in-
variant set [Viana & Grebogi, 2001]. For the map
studied in the previous section there are two such
exponents,

λ1(x0, y0;n) =
1

n

n
∑

i=1

ln[a(1 − 2xi)] , (17)

λ2(x0, y0;n) =
1

n

n
∑

i=1

ln
[

pe−b(xi−χ)2 + 3y2
i

]

, (18)

and we focus our attention on the transversal one,
λ2(x0, y0;n), which infinite time limit is the condi-
tional Lyapunov exponent λT for the invariant set
Ω. If λT goes through zero from negative values (a
blowout bifurcation [Ashwin et al., 1994]) the in-
variant set loses transversal stability. As p increases
past pc = 1, an increasing number of saddles in Ω
lose transversal stability. We have described in de-
tail this transition for a period-1 orbit (fixed point),
but similar bifurcations — often named bubbling bi-

furcations [Ashwin et al., 1996] — occur for other
periodic orbits as p increases.

If Ω displays UDV, the time-n Lyapunov ex-
ponent in the transversal direction will erratically
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fluctuate about zero, which suggests the use of
a probability density PL(λ2(x0, y0;n), n), so that
PL(λ2(n), n)dλ2 is the probability that the time-n
exponent takes on a value between λ2 and λ2 + dλ2

for a given n [Kostelich et al., 1997]. The initial
conditions (x0, y0) are randomly chosen according
to the Lebesgue measure of Ω. From this probabil-
ity distribution we can obtain moments of functions
of the time-n exponent, as averages

〈F (λ2(x0, n))〉

=

∫ +∞

−∞

F (λ2(x0, n))PL(λ2(x0, n), n)dλ2 , (19)

assuming proper normalization for PL(λ2, n).
For n large enough the form of this distribution

can be written in the following form [Ellis, 1985]

PL(λ2(n), n) ≈
√

nG′′(λT )

2π
e−nG(λ2) , (20)

where λT is the infinite-time limit of λ2(n), and the
function G(λ) has the following properties:

G(λT ) = G′(λT ) = 0 , G′′(λT ) > 0 . (21)

Expanding G(λ) in the vicinity of λT , the first non-
vanishing term is the quadratic one, i.e. PL(λ2) is
expected to have a Gaussian shape

PL(λ2)

≈
√

nG′′(λT )

2π
exp

[

−nG′′(λT )

2
(λ2 − λT )2

]

,

(n � 1) . (22)

We can obtain a numerical approximation for
this probability distribution by considering a large
number of trajectories of length n from initial
conditions randomly chosen in the chaotic invariant
set. In Fig. 4 we show some distributions of time-50
exponents, obtained for different values of the bi-
furcation parameter p. We see that their shape is
indeed Gaussian, and the distribution as a whole
drifts toward positive values of λ2, as p increases.
The rate in which this drift occurs is not constant,
however, as it can be seen in Fig. 5, where the av-
erage value of the time-n exponents, m = 〈λ2(n)〉,
is plotted versus the bifurcation parameter p.

The variance of the average m, with respect to a
sample of size n, which we denote σ2

n, is a constant
value about 0.035 for all p-values, indicating that
the Gaussian nature of the distribution PL(λ2) is
not significantly altered. A standard result [Bulmer,
1979] says that the variance of the total population
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vious figure. It crosses the horizontal axis at p∗ ≈ 2.55, which
signals a blowout bifurcation.

is equal to the product of the variance of the av-
erage by the sample size, hence the total variance
of the time-n exponents is σ2 = nσ2

n, equal to 1.75
for the time-50 exponent distributions depicted in
Fig. 4.
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6.2. Natural measure and unstable

periodic orbits

Although the fluctuating behavior of the time-n ex-
ponents has proven to be a useful diagnostic for
the presence of UDV in a chaotic system, it is
necessary to quantify the intensity of this effect,
since it is apparent from the drifting behavior of
PL(λ2, 50) shown in Fig. 4 that, for increasing p,
progressively more exponents become positive. This
indicates that a growing number of periodic orbits
embedded in the chaotic invariant set become trans-
versely unstable. For m ≈ 0 we would expect as
many negative exponents as positive ones, and that
situation would maximize the effect of UDV. Using
arguments from the ergodic theory of chaotic sets,
and a significant amount of previous numerical ev-
idence, it follows that UDV is more pronounced
when the infinite-time transversal Lyapunov expo-
nent (λT ) vanishes [Lai & Grebogi, 2000a].

To compute the conditional exponent λT we
use typical trajectories on the chaotic invariant
set Ω, with respect to its natural measure µ(Ω).
Since there are an infinite number of unstable
periodic orbits embedded in Ω, they support the
natural measure in the sense that, when com-
puting λT , these periodic orbits contribute with
different weights. These weights are determined by
the natural measure of a typical trajectory which
visits the neighborhoods of the periodic orbits, and
are related to the magnitudes of the unstable eigen-
values of those unstable orbits [Lai & Grebogi,
2000a]. The natural measure of a typical trajec-
tory in the neighborhood of a periodic orbit is
related to the probability of being in its vicinity,
and it is smaller for a more unstable periodic orbit
[Farmer et al., 1983]. Hence, the larger is the unsta-
ble eigenvalue of the periodic orbit, the smaller is its
contribution to the natural measure. Summing over
all unstable period-q orbits embedded in the invari-
ant set Ω gives then its natural measure [Grebogi
et al., 1998b]

µ(Ω) = lim
q→∞

∑

xq(j)∈Ω

1

Lu(xq(j))
, (23)

where xq(j) is the jth fixed point of f q(x), i.e. xq(j)
is on a period-r orbit, where r is q or a prime
factor of q, and Lu is the expanding eigenvalue of
this orbit. This expression was originally derived for
hyperbolic systems [Grebogi et al., 1998b], but its
validity for nonhyperbolic ones has been verified in
all analyzed cases [Lai et al., 1997].

The natural measure associated with the jth
period-q orbit is the normalized ratio [Lai &
Grebogi, 2000a]

µq(j) =
1/Lu(xq(j), q)

Nq
∑

`=1

[1/Lu(xq(`))]

, (24)

where Nq is the number of period-q orbits. N s
q

and Nu
q are the numbers of transversely stable

and unstable period-q orbits, respectively, such that
N s

q +Nu
q = Nq. In the case example of Sec. 5, when

q = 1 it turns out that N s
1 and Nu

1 are the numbers
of saddles and repellers, respectively. The weights of
the transversely stable and unstable period-q orbits
are given, respectively, by

Λs
q =

Ns
q

∑

j=1

µq(j)λ2(xq(j), q)

(for λ2(xq(j), q) < 0) , (25)

Λu
q =

Nu
q
∑

j=1

µq(j)λ2(xq(j), q)

(for λ2(xq(j), q) > 0) , (26)

where λ2(xq(j), q) is the time-q transversal
Lyapunov exponent for the jth period-q orbit. If
λ2(xq(j), q) is positive (negative) the periodic orbit
is transversely unstable (stable).

When λT becomes zero, at the blowout bifur-
cation point, it follows that the contributions of the
transversely stable and unstable period-q orbits are
exactly counterbalanced, and UDV is expected to
be more intense. We can verify this prediction for
the case example studied in the previous section,
for it presents a variable bifurcation parameter p,
such that, for p > 1, the system exhibits UDV.
The infinite-time transversal Lyapunov exponent
ΛT vanishes for p = p∗ ≈ 2.55, which is the critical
value for the blowout bifurcation.

A linear stability analysis indicates three
qualitatively different regimes for Ω, according to
the corresponding value of p:

(i) 0 < p < pc = 1: Ω is a chaotic attractor, in
which all embedded unstable orbits are sad-
dles, i.e. Ω is transversely stable as a whole.
There is no UDV at all. p = pc is a saddle–
repeller bifurcation point.

(ii) pc ≤ p < p∗ ≈ 2.55: Ω is a chaotic saddle, in
which there are “more” saddles than repellers,
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in the sense that the natural measure is sup-
ported mainly by the transversely stable or-
bits. Ω is, on the average, transversely stable.
The effect of UDV is progressively more intense
as p increases from pc. p = p∗ is a blowout bi-
furcation point.

(iii) p ≥ p∗: Ω is still a chaotic saddle, but there
are “more” repellers than saddles, in the same
sense as before. Ω is, also on the average, trans-
versely unstable.

Since, for p > 1, a trajectory off the invariant
subspace eventually asymptotes to infinity, it would
seem at first that Ω could not be transversely stable
at all. However, our transversal stability analysis is
linear, whereas the escaping of trajectories to infin-
ity is a nonlinear effect [due to the cubic y3 term
in Eq. (15)]. Therefore, even though in case (ii) the
chaotic saddle was found to be linearly transversely
stable, it is nonlinearly transversely unstable, in
the sense that any trajectory off the chaotic saddle
eventually escapes to infinity.

From Eq. (22), the distribution of the transver-
sal time-n exponents, PL(λ2(n)), is centered at
λ2 = λT , so that m = λT , which also follows from
direct integration. Accordingly, the total variance
is σ2 = n < (λ2 − m)2 >= 1/G′′(λT ), which is
independent of n.

A quite direct procedure to quantify the rel-
ative abundance of saddles and repellers in the
chaotic invariant set Ω is to compute the fraction
of positive transversal time-n exponents [Viana &
Grebogi, 2001]

φ(n) =

∫

∞

0
PL(λ2(x0, n), n)dλ2 (27)

shown in Fig. 6 as a function of p. For p < 1 it is zero
and increases monotonically for p ≥ 1, saturating at
φ = 1 for large p. At the blowout bifurcation point
p∗ we have φ = 1/2, for exactly half of the time-n
exponents that are positive. Using the asymptotic
expression of PL(λ2, n) there results

φ(n) =
1

2
+

√
π

2
erf

(

λT

√

nG′′(λT )

2

)

, (28)

in complete agreement with the numerical result.

7. UDV-Induced Intermittency

In this section, we will slightly modify the map in-
troduced in Sec. 5 by changing the sign of the cubic
term, which introduces a fold in the map dynamics
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Fig. 6. Fraction of positive time-50 transversal Lyapunov
exponents as a function of p, for the same parameters as in
the previous figures.

along the transversal direction. This does not affect
the results of the linear stability analysis, but pre-
vents trajectories from escaping to infinity. Hence,
trajectories starting off but very close to the invari-
ant subspace y = 0 spend large amounts of time
near y = 0 before being ejected away, in the form
of intermittent chaotic bursts. We can call the pro-
cess UDV-induced intermittency, since here chaotic
bursting is accompanied by the lack of hyperbolic-
ity (Sauer [2002] has called UDV an “intermittency
in miniature”).

In order to describe the onset and evolution of
such intermittency in the map described in Sec. 5,
we consider a reference, or “true” chaotic trajec-
tory in the invariant set Ω ⊂ M. However, the
existence of the invariant subspace M is jeopar-
dized by the lack of model symmetry caused by
small, yet unavoidable imperfect parameter deter-
mination, and extrinsic noise. We thus expect that a
computer-generated trajectory thought to belong to
M will actually start off but very close to M. The
shadowing distance between the “true” chaotic tra-
jectory at M and the pseudo-trajectory initialized
nearby is, at each instant, the pointwise distance
between them in the phase plane. The existence of
laminar intervals, for which the pseudo-trajectory
is close to M, is equivalent to having a pseudo-
trajectory which continuously shadows the “true”
chaotic trajectory belonging to M. By the same
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Fig. 7. Pseudo-trajectories generated for the map (14)–(15)
with a = 4.0, b = 5.0, and a noise level 10−q , with q = 16,
and (a) p = 2.30; (b) p = 2.55.

token, bursting is an observable manifestation of the
lack of shadowability, while the lengths of the lam-
inar intervals yield estimates for shadowing times.
Hence, the properties of chaotic bursting are related
to the statistics of shadowing distances and times.

A “true” chaotic trajectory is known to exist
for initial trajectories (x0, y0 = 0) randomly chosen
in Ω with respect to the Lebesgue measure. The
pseudo-trajectories we generate are meant to repre-
sent numerically obtained orbits, for which we can-
not have initial conditions exactly placed at y = 0,
in that they have some uncertainty in the transver-
sal direction. Since the x-part of the map (14) does
not depend on y, the evolution along the x-direction
of both trajectories is the same for all times, and the
pointwise distance between a chaotic trajectory and
a pseudo-trajectory will be simply the value of yn

for the latter. Finally, a computer generated pseudo-
trajectory is likely to suffer the action of round-
off errors, which we can simulate by corrupting a
pseudo-trajectory with randomly applied kicks of
small magnitude 10−q, playing the role of one-step
errors [Sauer, 2002].

We must emphasize that the pseudo-
trajectories do not belong to Ω but, instead, to a
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Fig. 8. Statistical distribution of pointwise shadowing log-
distances for (a) p = 2.10, (b) p = 2.55, and three different
noise levels.

larger invariant set of which Ω is a subset. The fold
introduced in the y-part of the map (15) ensures
that this larger chaotic set is recurrently close to M
and does not asymptote to infinity, as it would be
the case if the cubic term in (15) would have a pos-
itive sign. In Fig. 7, we show two examples of high-
precision pseudo-trajectories generated using the
procedure described above. The noise level is fixed
at 10−16, which can be regarded as the computer
roundoff introduced by a double precision floating-
point arithmetics. Figures 7(a) and 7(b) refer to dif-
ferent post-critical values of the bifurcation parame-
ter (p > 1). We record the values of yn, or the point-
wise shadowing distances, at each time, yielding the
corresponding log-distances zn = ln |yn|. The use of
an external kick creates a “barrier” of width 10−q

preventing pseudo-trajectories from having shadow-
ing log-distances less than −q on average. The shad-
owing distances may be large due to chaotic burst-
ing, but they are predominantly very small (within
the laminar regions); the bursting being more effec-
tive as p increases.

Figure 8 presents numerically obtained statisti-
cal distributions of the shadowing log-distances zn

for two post-critical values of p and external kicks
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of different magnitudes. In all depicted cases, the
(normalized) distribution height falls rapidly down
to zero for shadowing distances less than 10−q, as
expected, and decreases exponentially for higher
shadowing distances

Pd(z) = Pd0 exp[−κ(p)(z − ln q)] , (29)

where Pd(z)dz is the probability for the shadow-
ing log-distance to lie between z and z + dz. As p
increases from 2.10 [Fig. 8(a)] to 2.55 [Fig. 8(b)]
this decrease becomes slower, meaning that, as the
UDV effect is more intense, we have a progressive
dominance of higher shadowing distances. This is
in accordance with the greater content of trans-
versely unstable periodic orbits as p is increased
from pc = 1.

The shadowing log-distances experience spikes
of various heights, but remain in the immediate
vicinity of the invariant subspace M, until they
burst chaotically and return to M. We define
the shadowability time as the interval it takes for
the pointwise shadowability distance to grow to the
order of the attractor size, say y = yA = 1. Figure 9
shows the dependence of the log-shadowing times,
for different values of p, on the noisy kick strength
level q. The results suggest that the distribution
of the average shadowing times has a power-law
scaling with respect to the noise level q, what can
also be derived by integrating the distribution (29)
for shadowing log-distances, in order to obtain the
probability for a shadowing distance to be greater
than yA, such that Pt(q) ∼ exp[−κ(p)(ln yA −
ln q)] = qκ(p).

These probability distributions for the shad-
owing distances and times can be theoretically
justified from the statistical properties of finite-time
Lyapunov exponents. A pseudo-trajectory starting
off but near the invariant subspace will wander
along the x-direction according to the unstable
eigenvalue of the periodic orbits embedded in Ω.
As the trajectory approaches orbits with different
numbers of unstable direction, it will move either
toward or apart from Ω for finite time segments.
Let yk be the shadowing distance of the pseudo-
trajectory at time k. During a short time interval
of length n, the local expansion rate is the corre-
sponding time-n transversal exponent, such that
yk+n ∼ yk exp(nλ2(n)). It follows that the log-
shadowing distances satisfy zk+n ∼ zk + nλ2(n).

When Ω exhibits UDV, the time-n exponents
λ2(n) fluctuate in an irregular fashion about zero,
being the random innovations which push the
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Fig. 9. Shadowing times as a function of the kick strength
exponent, or the number of accuracy digits. The various lines
are least-squares fits obtained for different values of the bi-
furcation parameter p. The top line is for p = 2.1 and the
lines below are for values of p with a constant increment of
δp = 0.05. The slopes of these lines are depicted as boxes in
Fig. 10.

log-shadowing distances toward or away from the
chaotic trajectory confined to the invariant sub-
space M. The time evolution of the log-shadowing
distances can thus be regarded as an additive ran-
dom process, with a diffusion rate being given by
the dispersion of the time-n exponents, which we
have measured by the total variance σ2 of their
statistical distribution PL(λ2(n), n). However, the
distribution of λ2(n) is such that there is a dif-
ferent amount of positive and negative values (see
Fig. 4). For example, if their average m is positive
the transversal displacements of a pseudo-trajectory
will have a positive average expansion rate, which
describes a biased random walk, in which a drift m
has been included [Sauer et al., 1997].

A diffusion equation describes the spatio-
temporal evolution of the distribution of the
shadowing log-distances P(z, n) with respect to
the time-n and the log-distance z (assumed to be
continuous variables) [Feller, 1957]:

∂P(z, n)

∂n
=

σ2

2

∂2P(z, n)

∂z2
+ m

∂P(z, n)

∂z
. (30)

The effect of the kicks added to the pseudo-
trajectories can be included in this stochastic model
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Fig. 10. Comparison between the slopes of statistical
distributions of shadowing log-distances and times. The nu-
merically obtained slopes for distributions of log-shadowing
distances (crosses) are based on Fig. 9; diamonds (triangles)
stand for the theoretical prediction of Eq. (31), based on time-
2 (time-50) Lyapunov exponents; boxes are for numerically
obtained distribution slopes of shadowing times, according to
Fig. 9.

by including a reflecting barrier at z∗ ∼ −q. More-
over, we impose the following boundary conditions:
P(z → ∞) = (∂P/∂z)z→∞

= 0.
The diffusion process governed by Eq. (30) has

an equilibrium distribution given by (∂PEQ/∂n) =
0, which reads [Pinto et al., 2002]

PEQ(z) =
2|m|
σ2

exp

[

−2|m|
σ2

(z − ln q)

]

, (31)

which is similar to the numerically obtained distri-
bution Pd(z), given by Eq. (29), if we identify the
decay exponent κ with the so-called hyperbolicity

exponent [Sauer, 2002]

h ≡ 2|m|
σ2

. (32)

Figure 10 shows a comparison between the nu-
merically obtained slopes of the exponentially de-
caying distributions (crosses) and the theoretical
prediction of Eq. (32) (diamonds and triangles are
for different time-n exponents). There is an increas-
ingly better agreement among these values, as we
approach p = p∗ = 2.55, the value for which the
UDV effect is more pronounced. The good agree-
ment between theory and numerical experiment at
p = p∗ is a consequence of the fact that, when

UDV is more intense, the average time-n exponent
vanishes, such that there is an approximately equal
number of positive and negative innovations acting
on a pseudo-trajectory. In this case a Markovian
random walk would be a better approximation of
the actual behavior of the pseudo-trajectory under
random kicks. As we move away from p∗, the bias
caused by a nonzero average exponent makes the
equilibrium distribution given by (31) a poorer ver-
sion of the stochastic process. Actually the bursting
is chaotic, and some degree of dynamical correlation
is expected to take place at every moment, prevent-
ing us from successfully using linear stochastic mod-
els such as those considered here.

The time-2 exponent (shown as diamonds in
Fig. 10) are consistently better than the time-50
ones (depicted as triangles in Fig. 10), which implies
that the underlying dynamical structure causing
UDV is actually very complicated. The saddles and
repellers belonging to Ω are so densely intertwined
that a pseudo-trajectory will have a different num-
ber of unstable directions over very short periods
of time, and a time-2 exponent is expected to give
results closer to a Markovian stochastic process,
when compared with a time-50 exponent.

The stochastic model we use for a biased ran-
dom walk with reflecting barrier can also be used
to estimate the shadowing time τ , by imposing
that yn+τ be greater than yA = 1. Using Laplace
transforms, we can obtain the following theoreti-
cal estimate of the average shadowing time [Sauer
et al., 1997]

〈τ〉 =
1

h
(qh − 1) − ln q

|m| . (33)

Since the statistical distribution of shadowing times
scales linearly with τ , if q is small enough, Eq. (33)
leads to an algebraic scaling with the noise level
q, in agreement with the numerical result, pro-
vided the slope, once again, equals the hyperbolicity
exponent h.

The slopes of the various curves in Fig. 9,
corresponding to different values of the bifurcation
parameter p, are depicted as boxes in Fig. 10. We
have a better agreement between theoretical and
numerical results for the shadowing times than for
the log-distances. A plausible explanation for that is
the different definitions we have used for shadowing
distances and times. Whereas the former are pre-
cisely defined as pointwise distances between two
trajectories, shadowing times, on the other hand,
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are defined in a less accurate way since: (i) the
times are measured when the log-distances exceed
an arbitrary threshold; (ii) we compute average
values over very long chaotic transients. Hence,
the overall statistical behavior of shadowing times
would be more likely emulated by a stochastic
model.

To conclude this section, we have shown that,
when a system fails to be hyperbolic due to
UDV, it may present intermittent bursting if it ex-
hibits some symmetry leading to a low-dimensional
invariant subspace. This type of intermittent tran-
sition has been observed, for example, in the
transition between synchronized and nonsynchro-
nized behavior in a lattice of piecewise linear maps
with a long-range coupling [Batista et al., 2002].
For general systems of N coupled maps or os-
cillators, the invariant subspace of interest is the
M -dimensional synchronization manifold (where
M � N). UDV-induced intermittency in such
complex systems would be explained by studying
the stability of the synchronization manifold with
respect to the corresponding N − M transversal
directions.

8. Conclusions

Unstable dimension variability (UDV) is a dynam-
ical property of strongly nonhyperbolic invariant
chaotic sets. Its consequences on the shadowability
properties are severe, limiting in a dramatic way the
use of single pseudo-trajectories to numerical com-
putations of physically relevant quantities. Hence,
these pseudo-trajectories can at best give the same
kind of information furnished by a stochastic model,
even though the governing dynamical equations
are strictly deterministic. This is the reason we
are calling them pseudo-deterministic systems. We
reviewed previous work on UDV, which typically
shows up in high-dimensional systems like coupled
map or oscillator lattices, for which the invari-
ant set of interest is the synchronization manifold.
Hence UDV is far from being just a mathemat-
ical curiosity, likely to be found only in patho-
logical dynamical systems. We thus expect severe
shadowability problems in mathematical models of
high-dimensional chaotic systems used in science
and technology. This problem is even more per-
vasive if we note that most numerical integration
schemes for partial differential equations rely on
some kind of space and time discretization leading
to such coupled systems.

This paper has focused on a simple dynamical
model consisting of a two-dimensional noninvertible
mapping with an invariant subspace, for two basic
reasons. First, for such a system, the mathemati-
cal mechanism beneath the onset of UDV can be
readily identified — a saddle–repeller bifurcation.
Second, the system has a control parameter that
enables us to quantify the intensity of the shad-
owing breakdown produced by UDV. By a combi-
nation of numerical and analytical arguments we
identify the situation in which UDV is most severe:
the blowout bifurcation point, where the invariant
subspace loses transversal stability and half of the
finite-time transversal exponents are positive. This
enables us to estimate shadowing distances and
times, according to a stochastic model of a biased
random walk with reflecting barrier.
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